








THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 











—_— : ee 
Vor. Ill.) Saturday, September 6, 1817. —[No. 24. 




















We have been favoured by our attentive correspondent at Liver- 
pool with the copy of a letter from the Rev. Ebenezer Henderson, 
dated Bible Society’s House, St. Petersburg, June 6th, 1817, giv- 
ing the following highly interesting account of the 


4th ANNIVERSARY OF THE RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


‘“‘ Yesterday was celebrated ‘the Fourth Anniversary of the Rus- 
sian Bible Society. Notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the 
weather, and the inconvenient situation of the Taurian Palace, (in 
one of the magnificent Halls of which the Meeting was held,) it 
was computed to have been nearly three times more numerously 
attended than it was last year. The Hall and adjoining Room 
were quite crowded, and presented to the view of the Christian 
philanthropist a scene of the most interesting and animating nature. 
Many of the most distinguished personages, both in Church and 
State, honoured the meeting with their presence. I was peculiar- 
ly struck with the sight of a groupe of graduated Monks and Pro- 
fessors from the Newsky Monastery, and of a fumber of Military 
Officers, high in rank, who appeared in another direction. Rep- 
resentatives of most of the nations for whom we are preparing Edi- 
tions of the Sacred Scriptures—such as, Russians, Armenians, 
Georgians, Greeks, Moldavians, Finns, Poles, Esthonians, Livoni- 
ans, Germans, and French—were assembled to take part in the 
ceremony, and listen to the interesting details of the publication of 
the word of God in their respective languages. Among others, I 
observed two learned Russians, who have spent fifteen years at the 
Academy in Pekin, and are masters of the Chinese and Mandshur 
languages. The scene naturally Jed my mind to that beautiful 
passage in the Prophet Isaiah: ‘ Lift up thine eyes round about, 
and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to 
thee. Behold, these come fromafar: and, lo, these from the North 
and the West; and these from the land of Sinim!’’ May we not 
confidently cherish the hope, that, by the blessing of God on the 
progressive efforts of Bible and Missionary Societies, Zion will, 
ere long, see this prophecy fully accomplished ? Already have 
we beheld a little one become a thousand, and a small one a strong 
nation: yea, and we may add: ‘ ‘The Lord hath hastened it in 
his time.’ 

At half-past eleven o’clock, our Noble President took the Chair, 
supported on tke right by the Archbishops, Michael and Sera- 
phim, and the Minister of the Interior, and on the left by the 
Roman Catholic Metropolitan Sestrensevich Bogush. The Prince 
opened the business of the day in a truly excellent and appropri- 
ate Speech of considerable length; after which, his excellency 
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Mr. Papoff, came forward, and read the Report, which was listen- 
ed to with the most profound silence by the numerous Assembly, 
I know that you have perused the former Reports of the Russian 
Bible Society with the deepest interest ; and I have had an op- 
portunity of remarking, with what eagerness they have been read 
in different countries of Europe; but I will venture to predict, 
that, when this document is’ published, all will allow that ‘it far 
surpasses any of the preceding, in the richness of its matter, the 
magnitude and importance of the subjects it developes, and th 
genuine spirit of Christianity which it breathes throughout. It 
concludes with a solemn prayer, which made a powerful impres- 
sion on the auditory, and called forth overflowing ejaculations to 
the Author of every good and perfect gift, for the continuance of - 
his blessing on the Institution. It is absolutely impossible for 
me to describe to you the sensation which pervaded the whole 
Assembly on the conclusion of this most interesting record. 
Their attention, which had been irresistibly arrested, for upwards 
of an hour, was now relieved, and gave way to expressions of the 
most Jaudable enthusiasm in the best of causes. Each turned to 
his neighbour with smiles of joy and marks of admiration ; and, 
from one end of the Hall to the other, but one sentiment seemed 
to be uttered: ‘ What hath God wrought.’ 

You will recollect the very important resolution passed at the 
Second meeting of the committee of the Russian Bible Society, 
purporting, that they should not consider themselves to have at- 
tained the object of their Institution till they had provided with 
a Bible every family, and, if possible, every individual, in the 
Russian Empire. With what ardour they are pushing forward to 
the attainment of this object, and accelerating the complete re- 
demption of their pledge, will be seen, when it is stated, that, 
from the establishment of the Society to the present time, its Com- 
mittee have either published, or are engaged in publishing, no 
fewer than forty-three Editions of the Sacred Scriptures, in’ seven- 
teen different languages, forming a grand total of 196,000 Copies. 


‘In the course of 1816, the Committee have completed, Slavonian 


Bibles, 10,000; Ditto New Testaments, 10,000: Finnish Bibles, 
5,000; French Bibles, 5,000; and Samogitian New-Testaments, 
5,000. 

"And at present, the printing of the following Editions is either 
continued, or has been begun, in 1817: Slavonian Bibles, 20,000 ; 
Ditto New Testaments, 5,000; Armenian Bibles, 5,000; Ditto 
New Testaments, 3,000; Tartar New Testaments, 2,000; Greek 
Bibles, 3,000; Ditto New Testaments, 5,000; Georgian New 
Testaments, 2,000 ; Moldavian Bibles, 5,000 ; Gospel of St. Luke, 
(extra copies,) 2,000; Psalms, 2,000 ; Calmuc, Gospel, 2,000 ; Mol- 
davian New Testaments, 5,000; German Catholic Ditto, 5,000; 
Lettonian New Testaments, 5,000; Dorpatian Esthonian Ditto, 
5,000. 

The number of Bibles and ‘l'estaments issued in the course of 
the ‘year amounts to 19,431 copies, which is only about 500 co- 
pies fewer than were issued the three. former years put together. 
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The expenditures are nearly in the same proportion. During the 
three years 1813, 1814, and 1815, the expenditure amounted to 
297,642 Rubles, 47 Copecs; in 1816, alone, 227, 770 Rubles, 
73 Copecs. 

Besides the above, preparations are making for Stereotype Edi- 
tions of the Scriptures in five different languages: they are in a 
course of translation into the Common Russia, Tartar and Carelian 
languages ; and measures are adopting for procuring Translations 
into Turkish Armenian and Burat Mongolian*. 

When the Report was finished, his Excellency Mr. Turgeneft 
gave an account of the progress and success of the Bible Socie- 
ties in other parts of the world, and expatiated particularly on the 
gigantic uperations of the British and Foreign Bible Society. When 
the Assembly were informed that you had expended, during the 
twelve years of the existence of your Society, nearly eleven mil- 
lions of Rubles, they were perfectly struck with astonishment. Let 
us unite our notes of praise, and bless the Lord togetlaer; for it is 
his doing, and is wonderful in our eyes.” 





The following Passages, translated from the President’s opening 
Speech, have been furnished by the Rev. Robert Pinkerton. 

‘* Wenz it necessary to celebrate the opening of this Anniversary 
with a triumphal song, we might well now sing, ‘ Praise the Lord, 
O Russia, praise thy God: tor he hath strengthened the bars of 
thy gates; he hath blessed thy children within thee. He maketh 
peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the finest of the wheat. 
He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth; his word runneth 
very swiftly.’ In these days of poverty and want, among many 
nations, our native land is protected by Almighty power from with- 
out, and is internally blessed with plenty : with these earthly ad- 
vantages, the Lord is also opening the way for heavenly blessings. 
He is sending forth his commandment on earth, and causing his 
word to run very swiftly through the wide extended regions of Rus- 
sia. The Report of the fourth year’s transactions of this Society, 
which is about to be read to this General Meeting, of the zealous 
promoters of the dissemination of the written word, will show, with 
what rapidity this new plaft is growing into a large tree. Already 
its roots extend from sea to sea ; already many tribes and nations 
gome and pluck the fruit of life from its boughs ; even the Hea- 
then desire it for their spiritual healing. The shade of its branches 
extends beyond the borders of Russia. From day to day our na- 
tive land covers it with nourishing dews ; the liberality of our So- 


* Mr. Herderson adds in a Postscript, that application has lately been made 
by the Missionaries at Astrachan, for copies of the Sanscrit Scriptures (print- 
ed at Serampore) for the use of Bramins, and other Indians, resident in that 
city, who, on examining certain Specimens, desired to be furnished with co- 
pies. A Letter, written in Hebrew, and signed by six Rabbies, has also been 
received, requesting Hebrew Bibles for about nine hundred Jewish families 
resident in the Kumak country, on the western shore of the Caspian. “ Here, 
observes Mr. Henderson, “ is a fresh opening for the Hebrew Testament now 
printing in London.” 


. 
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vereign waters it like the early and the latter rain ; and, not un- 
frequently, the wind of the Spirit, blowing whither it listeth, send- 
eth upon it a fructifying cloud from distant seas. 

Should you now inquire respecting the limits of your Society, 
no better answer could be given than this, ‘ It extends unto the ends 
of the earth :’ because, that same unity of spirit, which unites the 
Branches and Members of the Russian Bible Society, unites them 
also with many sincere lovers of the word of God, and with bi- 
ble Societies in foreign countries. Yea, this great bond of union 
includes the world of true believers in the revealed word of God, 
wherever they are found under the sun. At the same time, it is 
very astonishing, that there still are persons, and such too as ima- 
gine that they see very clearly, who yet do not perceive the hand 
of God thus spreading abroad his word ; and who even would wish 
to see the stream of the water of life dried up. Do not such hear 
the command of Jesus Christ to the Apostles: ‘Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations—‘ Preach the Gospel to every creature.’— 
‘ What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light; and what 
ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the house tops” But now 
that an apostolic spirit, the spirit of the Gospel, contained in the 
Scriptures, is awakened, in order to penetrate into all nations, 
they desire to throw the age back again into darkness. What 
worse could have been expected from Heathens, and the greatest 
enemies of the Apostles and the Gospel? Do these not read in 
the writings of the Apostles, that ‘ we have also a more sure word 
of prophecy, whereunto we do well that we take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place ;’ that we are commanded to strive to 
‘ let the word of Christ dwell in us richly, in all wisdom, teaching 
and admonishing one another ;’ that ‘ blessed is he that readeth, and 
they that hear ?” Can that be an Apostolic spirit, then, which pro- 
nounceth wo and destruction against those who read and hear? 
Who are these pretended rulers of the spirit of the Prophets and 
Apostles, who are desirous of sealing up from the people all those 
sacred Books which were bestowed upon the whole Church of 
Christ. 

‘¢ Let us follow the example of our own Church, which, before 
the existence of Bible Societies, endeavoured, as much as possible, 
to promote the circulation of the Bible ; and of our ancestors, who, 
with the first rudiments of learning, gave their children certain 
Books of the Bible to read, and were convinced, that in so doing 
they gave their children bread, and not a stone, or a serpent. 
Send forth, O Word of God, Jesus Christ, send forth thy word, 
even unto those who strive to stop its course! Penetrate their 
hearts with thy words, which are Spirit and Life; that they may 
be reconciled unto that Book, which containeth thy truth! In- 
crease the light of truth, and the flame of zeal and love among thy 
labourers in the world, (under whatever form they may administer 
the doctrine of thy kingdom,) according to the measure of thy gifts ; 
that at length all strife and opposition of man may cease, and every 
creature hearken to the voice of thy word.” 





Speech of Rev. Dr. Mason. 363. 


Speech of the Rev Dr. Mason, at the 13th Anniversary Meeting of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 
My Lords and gentlemen, 

I felicitate myself this day upon the accomplishment of one of 
the dearest wishes of my heart—a wish, to the attainment of which 
I have adjusted my little plans and motions for the last five 
months—the happiness of being present at the annual meeting of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, without the smallest idea of 
being invited to a share in its public proceedings. In compliance, 
however, with a request which | cannot decline, I have to submita 
motion, which I shall claim your lordship’s indulgence to preface 
with a few remarks ; not with the intention of informing this Soci- 
ety—that would be an attempt to enlighten the source of that light 
which has itself enlightened the world on all points connected with 
the circulation of the Scriptures! nor with a view of exciting the 
zeal of the Society—that would be rebuked by its appearance to- 
day ; but as an humble organ of the American Bible Society, would 
beg leave to express opinions and feelings, which, though perfectly 
familiar to the minds of this company, are of some value on the 
principle of sympathy, as they are the views and feelings of mil- 
lions of your fellow-men and fellow-Christians, who have the blood 
of a common. ancestry running in their veins, and whose. hearts 
beat in unison with your own in regard to the objects of this great 
Institution. 

The wise and the good, my lord, the men of light and love, 
have long lamented the divisions and alienations which severed 
those who held the same precious faith ; and expect to meet in the 
place where there shall be no dissentions. But, whether there 
was any remedy for this unhappiness, whether agreement in sub- 
stantial principle could be made to supersede differences in sub- 
ordinate matters, was a problem too mighty for them to solve, and 
left them only the feeble consolation of sighing after a blessing 
which they despaired of enjoying. 

But the problem which had thus excited the desires, appalled 
the resolution, and extinguished the hope of age after age, is solved 
at last—it is solved in this Institution. Blessed are our eyes, for 
they see, and our ears, for they hear, things which many prophets 
and wise men have desired to see, and have not seen them, and to 
hear, and have not heard them. My lord, we cannot dwell too 
much upon the delightful recollection that here, in this Society, 
Christians may put off the garb of their exterior diversities, and 
meet together in the simple and beautiful livery of the Son of God ; 
and foregoing things which do not touch ‘ the hiddef man of the 
heart,” may give scope to that celestial charity which aims at no- 
thing less than extending the pure word of life to every region of 
darkness and death on the surface of our globe. 

My lord, it would ‘create a smile, if the subject were not infinite- 
ly too serious for smiles, that an apprehension of injury to the cause 
of sound Christianity, trom the labours of such a Society as this, 
should find its wav intoa Christian bosom, I f,.as your own Chil- 
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lingworth has exclaimed, ‘‘ the Bible, the Bible, is the only reli- 
gion of Protestants,” it is passing strange that any good man should 
be afraid of dispersing it abroad, that is, spreading his own reli- 
gion. How is it possible that the charities of men, uniting in the 
holy work of diffusing among their fellow-mortals the charity of 
God, can operate with any other than a salutary influence? Be- 
sides removing unnecessary restraints upon the reciprocation of our 
best affections, and thus multiplying friendships which are pledges 
of mutual virtue, the Bible Society operates with an auspicious 
energy on all, even the lowest classes of civil society. My lord, 
the man who reads and reverences the Bible is not the man of 
violence and blood : he will not rise up from the study of lessons 
which the Holy Ghost teaches, to commit a burglary : he will not 
travel with a Bible under his arm, and meditating upon its contents 
as forming the rule of his conduct, to celebrate the orgies of Bac- 
chus, or the rites of the Cyprian Venus. Assuredly they were not 
the leaves of the Bible which in 1780 kindled the flames of New- 
gate; nor is it from the stores of inspired eloquence that the apos- 
tles of mischief draw those doctrines and speeches which delude 
the understanding, and exasperate the passions of an ignorant and 
ill-judging multitude. If there are any two maxims which go to- 
gether under the sanction of scriptural authority, they are these : he 
who ‘ fears God, will honour the king ;”’ and he who does both, will 
not be the first to ‘‘ meddle with them that are given to change.” 
On the contrary, the influence of the Bible, and therefore of Bible 
Societies, upon the habits of the community, is calculated to set 
up around every paternal government a rampart better than walls, 
and guns, and bayonets—a rampart of human hearts. 

For the very same reasons, the Bible, in proportion as it is 
known and believed, must produce a generally good effect on the 
condition of the world. In forming the character of the individual 
and the nation, it cannot fail to mould also, in a greater or less de- 
gree, the conduct of political governments towards each other. It 
is not in the Bible, nor in the spirit which it infuses, that the pride 
which sacrifices hecatombs and nations of men to its lawless ag- 
erandizement, either finds, or seeks for, its aliment ; and had Eu- 
rope been under the sway of the Book of God, this age had not seen 
more than a fabled monster of ambition, endeavouring to plant one 
foot on the heights, of Montmartre, and the other on the hills of 
Dover; and while he scowled on the prostrate Continent, stretch- 
ing out his right hand to rifle the treasures of the East, and his left 
to crush the young glories of the West. Such a spirit was never 
bred in the bosom, nor drew nourishment from the milk, of a Bible 
Society. 

Your lordship will permit me further to remark, that if any judg- 
ment can be formed from the aspect of Providence, it will be the 
honour of this Institution, both in its direct and indirect operations, 
to be highly instrumental in preparing the world for that period of 
life and blessedness, when “ none shall hurt nor destroy, because 
the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah, as the 
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waters cover the sea.’ It will be then that the gallant and prin- 
cipled soldier will be rejoiced to ** beat his sword into a plough- 
share, and his spear into a pruning-hook, and to learn war no more.” 
Bible Societies seem destined to act an illustrious part in the mea- 
sures preparatory to this me They are scattering over 
the face of the earth that ‘* pre seed,” which in due time shall 
spring up, being watered from abdve, and shall ripen into an abun: 
dant harvest of righteousness and peace. 

But before this consummation, much, very much, remains to be 
done. The cord of the Hindoo cast is to be untwined ; and the 
Word of GOD is to perform the task. There are long ranges of 
Alps between you and the regions which must be annexed to the 
crown of Messiah the Prince. They are not merely to be pierced 
by the hand of imperial power, that a few troops or travellers may 
pass their limits; they are to be removed ; they are to disappear; 
and the Divine Word is the fire and vinegar under the action of 
which they are to moulder away, till their ashes shall be scattered 
to the four corners of Heaven, and their bases be turned into a 
garden of GOD. 

Permit me to add, that no heart is too) magnanimous, no arm 
too powerful, no station too exalted, to tend its aid in promoting 
so magnificent a work. In that day when all human things shall 
appear in their own littleness, and shall undergo a judgment ac- 
cording to truth, it will not be a source of shame or regret, that 
princes have come down from their thrones, and that the members 
of kingly families, and the possessors of ecclesiastical pre-emi- 
nence, have mingled with private Christians in common efforts for 
the best interests of individual and social man. The re-action of 
such deeds of goodness will never sully the purity of the mitre, nor 
dim the star of royalty. 

Qne observation more, my lord, upon the general subject. The 
high and holy interests and responsibilities which are lodged in the 
hands of this Institution, do not allow it to give back or to hesi- 
tate. ‘There is a notion which has passed into a sort of common 
law creed, that all intellectual and religious light, following the 
course of the sun, must go from the east tothe west. My lord, the 
‘«‘ Sun of Righteousness” rises where he pleases: and, on this oc- 
casion, he has chosen to rise in the west, to take the point of his 
departure from the Island of Great Britain, and to fling the broad 
beams of his glory on the midnight of the east. He has done it, 
as by other agencies, so, in a singular manner, by the agency of 
this Society. Its cause and interest are not the cause and interest 
of afew visionaries, inebriated by romantic projects.—It 1s the 
cause of more than giant undertakings in regular and progressive 
execution. The decisive battle has been fought ; opposition comes 
now too late. He-who would arrest the march of Bible Societies, 
is attempting to stop the moral machinery of the world, and can 
look for nothing but to be crushed to pieces. The march must 
proceed. ‘Those disciplined and formidable columns, which under 
the banner of Divine truth are bearing down upon the territories of 
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lingworth has exclaimed, ‘‘ the Bible, the Bible, is the only reli- 
gion of Protestants,” it is passing strange that any good man should 
be afraid of dispersing it abroad, that is, spreading his own reli- 
gion. How is it possible that the charities of men, uniting in the 
holy work of diffusing among their fellow-mortals the charity of 
God, can operate with any other than a salutary influence? Be- 
sides removing unnecessary restraints upon the reciprocation of our 
best affections, and thus multiplying friendships which are pledges 
of mutual virtue, the Bible Society operates with an auspicious 
energy on all, even the lowest classes of civil society. My lord, 
the man who reads and reverences the Bible is not the man of 
violence and blood : he will not rise up from the study of lessons 
which the Holy Ghost teaches, to commit a burglary : he will not 
travel with a Bible under his arm, and meditating upon its contents 
as forming the rule of his conduct, to celebrate the orgies of Bac- 
chus, or the rites of the Cyprian Venus. Assuredly they were not 
the leaves of the Bible which in 1780 kindled the flames of New- 
gate; nor is it from the stores of inspired eloquence that the apos- 
tles of mischief draw those doctrines and speeches which delude 
the understanding, and exasperate the passions of an ignorant and 
ill-judging multitude. If there are any two maxims which go to- 
gether under the sanction of scriptural authority, they are these : he 
who ** fears God, will honour the king ;”’ and he who does both, will 
not be the first to ‘‘ meddle with them that are given to change.” 
On the contrary, the influence of the Bible, and therefore of Bible 
Societies, upon the habits of the community, is calculated to set 
up around every paternal government a rampart better than walls, 
and guns, and bayonets—a rampart of human hearts. 

For the very same reasons, the Bible, in proportion as it is 
known and believed, must produce a generally good effect on the 
condition of the world. In forming the character of the individual 
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waters cover the sea.”’ It will be then that the gallant and prin- 
cipled soldier will be rejoiced to ‘* beat his sword into a plough- 
share, and his spear into a pruning-hook, and to learn war no more.” 
Bible Societies seem destined to act an illustrious part in the mea- 
sures preparatory to this grand event. They are scattering over 
the face of the earth that ‘* precious seed,” which in due time shall 
spring up, being watered from above, and shall ripen into an abun: 
dant harvest of righteousness and peace. 

But before this consummation, much, very much, remains to be 
done. The cord of the Hindoo cast is to be untwined ; and the 
Word of GOD is to perform the task. There are long ranges of 
Alps between you and the regions which must be annexed to the 
crown of Messiah the Prince. They are not merely to be pierced 
by the hand of imperial power, that a few troops or travellers may 
pass their limits; they are to be removed ; they are to disappear ; 
and the Divine Word is the fire and vinegar under the action of 
which they are to moulder away, till their ashes shall be scattered 
to the four corners of Heaven, and their bases be turned into a 
garden of GOD. 

Permit me to add, that no heart is too} magnanimous, no arm 
too powerful, no station too exalted, to tend its aid in promoting 
so magnificent a work. In that day when all human things shall 
appear in their own littleness, and shall undergo a judgment ac- 
cording to truth, it will not be a source of shame or regret, that 
princes have come down from their thrones, and that the members 
of kingly families, and the possessors of ecclesiastical pre-emi- 
nence, have mingled with private Christians in common efforts for 
the best interests of individual and social man. ‘The re-action of 
such deeds of goodness will never sully the purity of the mitre, nor 
dim the star of royalty. 

Gne observation more, my lord, upon the general subject. The 
high and holy interests and responsibilities which are lodged in the 
hands of this Institution, do not allow it to give back or to hesi- 
tate. ‘There is a notion which has passed into a sort of common 
law creed, that all intellectual and religious light, following the 
course of the sun, must go from the east tothe west. My lord, the 
‘«‘ Sun of Righteousness”’ rises where he pleases: and, on this oc- 
casion, he has chosen to rise in the west, to take the point of his 
departure from the Island of Great Britain, and to fling the broad 
beams of his glory on the midnight of the east. He has done it, 
as by other agencies, so, in a singular manner, by the agency of 
this Society. Its cause and interest are not the cause and interest 
of afew visionaries, inebriated by romantic projects.—It 1s the 
cause of more than giant undertakings in regular and progressive 
execution. The decisive battle has been fought ; opposition comes 
now too late. He -who would arrest the march of Bible Societies, 
is attempting to stop the moral machinery of the world, and can 
look for nothing bat to be crushed to pieces. The march must 
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death, have one word of command from on high, and that word is 
—* ONWARD.”—The command does not fall useless on the ears 
of this Society. May it go “ onward,” continuing to be, and with 
increasing splendour, the astonishment of the world, as it is the 
wost illustrious monument of British glory ! 

A word more, my lord, and I shall have done. It relates to a 
topic on which I know not whether my emotions will allow me. to 
express myself distinctly ; it is the late unhappy difference be- 
tween my country and this—between the land of my fathers, and 
the land of their children. I cannot repress my congratulations to 
both, that the conflict was so short, and the reconciliation so 
prompt, and, I trust, not easily to be broken. Never again, my 
lord, (it is a vow in which I have the concurrence of all noble spi- 
rits and all feeling hearts,) never again may that humiliating spec- 
tacle—two nations to whom God has vouchsafed the enjoyment of 
rational liberty ; two nations who are extensively engaged, accord- 
ing to their means, in enlarging the kingdom, in spreading the re- 
ligion of the Lord Jesus—the kingdom of peace—the religion of 
love—those two nations occupied in the unholy work of shedding 
each others blood. Never again may such a spectacle be exhi- 
bited to the eyes of afflicted Christianity ! May their present con- 
cord, written not merely with pen and ink, but on the living tablets 
of the heart, enforced by the sentiment of a common origin, by 
common language, principles, habits, hopes, and guaranteed by an 
all-gracious Providence, be uninterrupted! May they and their 
Bible Societies, striving together with one heart and one soul to 
bring glory to God in the highest, and on earth to manifest good 
will towards men, go on, increasing in ther zeal, their efforts, and 
their success ; and making stronger and stronger by the sweet cha- 
rity of the Gospel, the bands of their concord. 

—@—2-o— . 
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
CHINSURAH. 

Mr. May, in a letter lately received, describes the children un- 
der his care as being extremely anxious to learn. 

‘Could you but see,’ he says, ‘ their eagerness when they re- 
ceive a new painted board, to read and learn what is painted, you 
would indeed- rejoice. What will you say when I tell you that 
during the months of July, August, and September, the children in 
tbe various schools learned and repeated 4000 lessons’? and did 
you but know what pleasure it gives me to sit in the school for 
iwo hours together to hear their lessons, you would envy me the 
joys I feel. Every visit 1 pay to the schools increases my at- 
tachment to the children, and my zeal for their instruction, and 
my exertion for the success of the plan which, under the divine 
blessing, 1 have so happily commenced.’ 

Mr. May greatly needs assistance in his laborious engagements. 


Mr. Pearson, who was sent out for that purpose by the Missionary 
Society, is now we trust with him. Beside which he has obtained 
ihe help of a Mr. Harle, a European, who has been received as his 
assistant, with the concurrence of Mr. Townley. 
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The goverment of Bombay, with the sanction of the Bishop of 
Calcutta, has authorised the immediate construction of a chapel at 
Surat, near the castle. The building is intended to hold about 
1000 persons, and is estimated to cost about 30,000 rupees. 

Mr. Donaldson, a missionary student from Gosport, has-just em- 
barked in the ship Asia for Surat, to assist Messrs. Fyvie and Skin- 
ner in their important mission. 

—— +e=— 
Extract of a letter of Mr. Read to Rev. Mr. Campbell, dated Gri- 
qua Town, 12th Nov. 1816. 

One circumstance will please you: I came to the same out-post 
on the Yellow River that we visited the day we left Campbell, a 
little above the Alexander River. Visiting a hut, { found a Boot- 
schuanna woman*, who has been received into the church : she told 
me she should never forget the evening you and I arrived there. 
it was under the preaching of the word that evening, that the Lord 
Jesus revealed himself to her. For a long time I have not met 
with such a-genuine humble Christian as this. She is as meek as 
a lamb, but as steadfast as a rock upon Christ. There is likewise 
little doubt of the conversion of her husband. They both speak 
Dutch, and are to accompany me to Latakkoo. Several Bootschu- 
annas have been added to the church, and are now praying for 
their nation. The parents and friends of the two above-mention- 
ed persons reside at Latakkoo still. One of the Griquas likewise 
that accompanied us on horseback from that post to Alexander 
River, is become a praying man. 

Campbell is now the most populous place. Old Kok, with a 
number from Kamisberg and Bethesda, have settled themselves 
there ; and great enlargements are making in cultivation of the 
ground ; and if settling there is not discouraged, it will become the 
capital, for the people seem more partial to that place than to Gri- 
qua Town. 

—<Ge— 
CENTURIAL JUBILER. 

We, Freperick rat vr, by the grace of God, King of Denmark, 
&c. &c. having experienced the happy effects which have result- 
ed to our country by pure and evangelical doctrines, and having 
considered and felt the importance of so inestimable a blessing, so 
we also desire that the thanks which are due to the Supreme Ruler 
may be poured forth throughout all our dominions where his word 
is explained—We therefore ordain that (in commemoration of the 
Reformation which was so happily commenced by Dr. Marti 
Luther on the 31st of October, 1517, and completed by the aid af 
Divine Providence) a Jubilce shall be celebrated in all the Church- 
es of our dominions—in the University of Copenhagen, and in all 
Academies and Seminaries of Learning, in the same manner as our 
forefathers celebrated it in the years 1617 and 1717. 

And as it is our Royal wish, that the facts attending the Re- 
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formation be better known among all classes of our subjects, par- 
ticularly the rising generation, we have ordered that a sketch of 
it be printed and distributed throughout our kingdom. And, in- 
asmuch as it is highly important to us that the confession of faith 
as it originated with Dr. Martin Luther may never be forgotten, 
we have ordered that the Augsburg confession, copied minutely 
from the original Latin, be published, and a ¢opy deposited in 
every Congregation in our kingdom, under the particular care and 
responsibility of the clergymen thereof. 

In addition to the Ceremonies, &c. which we have already or- 
dered to be observed on this occasion, we order the following :— 

1. The Jubilee which shall be celebrated in Commemoration 
of the Reformation commenced by Dr. Martin Luther, shall con- 
tinue three days, viz. the 31st of October and the Ist and 2d No- 
vember next ensuing. 

2. On the preceding Sunday, namely, on the 26th of October, 
this festival shall be proclaimed from every pulpit, and two he- 
ralds in full dress shall publish and proclaim this our Royal will 
and order respecting the ensuing Jubilee at all public places in 
our Royal residence, the city of Copenhagen. 

3. Immediately after the ringing of the bells, which shall com- 
mence at five o’clock on the evening of the 30th of October and 
continue for one hour, the Royal musicians of the city of Copen- 
hagen shall perform some of the most solemn Psalm melodies, &c. 
from the steeple of Trinity Church— This shall also be done on 
the Ist and 2d evenings of the Jubilee from the steeple of the 
principal Chureh in every town in our kingdom. 

4. 'The commencement of the jubilee shall be announced at the 
rising of the sun on the morning of the 3ist October, by the firing 
of three rounds froma all the cannon in our kingdom. 

5. Solemn praises and thanksgiving shall be offered at the 
Throne of Grace on the morning and afternoon of the 31st of Oc- 
tober, for the preservation of sound cvangclical doctrine till this 
time. The texts shall be in the morning, John, chap. 8. v. 12, 
and in the afternoon Eph. chap. 2, v. 8. 9 and 10.—And in all 
places where itis possible, the Churchcs shal] be elegantly adorned, 
and bands of music employed.—After the sermons, both before 
and after noon, a solemn Te Deum shall be sung, accompanied 
with appropriate music. 

6. Latin speeches shall be delivered, on the 2d day of the fes- 
lival, in the University of Copenhagen, by the principal Profes- 
sor of Theology, and in all Academies by the principal. On this 
day academic honours will be conferred. 

7. The third day, Sunday the 2d of Nov. shall be celebrated in 
a similar manner as the first day of Jubilee—prayers and humble 
petitions shall be offered to the Supreme giver of all good, invok- 
ing him for the further preservation of sound and pure doctrine. 
The texts for this day are, morning, Ist Cor. chap. 3. v. 11, and 
in the afternoon Heb. chap. 13 y, 8—All singing in the Churches 
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to be accompanied with appropriate music. Each Clergyman will 
previously receive the prayers. which are ordered to be read on 
this occasion. 

8. No public balls or theatrical representations can be allowed 
ou either of these three days—mechanics and labourers shall rest 
from their occupations and labour. 

9. The close of the Jubilee shall be announced by salvos of can- 
non at sunset, on the evening of the 2d of November, which shall 
be fired in the same order as on the morning of the 31st of Octo- 
ber. All interested will govern themselves accordingly. 

Given in our royal residence the city of Copenhagen, the 9th day 
of April, 1817. Freperick R 


As it is their majesties intention to be present at the worship in 
Trinity Church on the first day of jubilee, the church will accord- 
ingly be elegantly fitted up, and appropriate seats prepared for 
their majesties the King and Queen. ‘They will ;approach the 
church in solemn procession, and at their entrance be received by 
the Bishop and Clergy, who will also accompany them on their 
return. 

In addition to the ceremonies at the university, and as a proof 
of Concordia Ecclesiarum, the title of Doctor of Divinity will be 
conferred on certain learned Reformed Clergymen. 

Lastly—Three medals shall be struck, .One is a memorial of 
his Majesty Frederick the 6th having celebrated this jubilee ; one 
in-the memory of Dr. Martin Luther, the author of the Reforma- 
tion; and a third which shall embrace the emblems of the others. 
The device of the latter to be previously submitted to his Majes- 
ty. 

fit is stated in a Philadelphia paper that the Lutheran Synods, 
of New-York, of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and the adjoining States, 
have passed resolves at their last sessions, recommending the ob- 
servance of that ever memorable 3ist of October ensuing to the 
members of their respective congregations. | 

-— +o 


| ADDRESS , 
Of the Board of Managers of the United Forcign Missionary Soct- 


ety, to the three Denominations united in this Institution. 


The period of harmony and evangeiical exertion has at length 
arrived. It wil! give pleasure to the friends of Zion to hear, that 
the three great denominations in America who are allied to each 
other by the form of their ecclesiastical government, as well 
as by a common faith, have eulered, unitedly and in earnest, on 
the business of foreign missions. The Presbyterians, the Re- 
formed Dutch Church, and members of the Associate Reformed 
Church, with perfect harmony, and under the sanction of their 
highest judicatories, have formed an institution which they have 
denominated ‘Uae Unirep Forrien Missionary Society. This 
memorable event took place in the city of New- fork on the 28th 
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July, 1817-~a day second to none which this city has ever seen, 
except that which gave birth to the American Bible Society. The 
Constitution, which was formed by a joint committee of the three 
judicatories, and afterwards approved by the judicatories them- 
selves, is as follows. [For the Constitution, see Number 19, page 
289, of this volume. } 

On the 28th of July, a respectable number of the friends of 
missions, convened by a second joint committee of the three ju- 
dicatories, proceeded with great harmony and zeal to organize 
the Society, and appointed the following Board of Managers for 
the present year. [For the names of the officers, and other mem- 
bers of the Board, see Number 19, page 291.] 

The Board of Managers, thus constituted, beg leave to call the 
attention of their brethren of the three denominations to the great 
object of their appointment. They extend their address no fur- 
ther, because they are unwilling to thrust themselves into the field 
of another; but they are happy to state, that the Society which 
they represent is open to individuals of all denominations who may 
choose to join them. ‘To their own brethren they appeal with 
confidence, and congratulate them most sincerely, that now at 
length a treasury is opened to receive the charities which they 
may design for the heathen and the destitute. We have been too 
tardy in this matter. We have suffered other denominations to 
run before us in this work of the Lord. For more than twenty 
years Christians in Europe have been setting us a noble example. 
They have shed a light through Asia and Africa, and taught un- | 
tutored lips to sing the songs of salvation in the islands of the 
Southern Ocean. Our brethren in New-England have lately 
made an honourable beginning. They have done much to redeem 
the American character, but their exertions could not supersede the 
necessity of ours. A small section, containing scarcely more than 
a fortieth part of the territory belonging to the United States, could 
not be expected, however populous and respectable, to manage the 
missionary concerns of the whole. These three denominations, who 
hold so conspicuous a standing on all the ground south and west of 
that single section, could not answer it to God or their consciences 
should they relinquish this work to others, or leave it altogether 
undone. The Indian tribes lie withia our own borders, and are 
fairly cast upon ourcare. As soon as the southern forests yield to 
the hand of cultivation, our limits will extend to Mexico; and the 
whole region of death from the river Del Norte to Cape Horn, in- 
cluding more than one quarter of the circumference of the globe, 
will reach from our own door. Who on earth, rather than ourselves, 
are the people to pour the river of life through that desolate region ? 
On what plea can we turn off this honourable toil upon others ? 
Can we allege poverty ? We own a large share of the property of 
the whole country, and are daily advancing in wealth with un- 
paralleled rapidity. A small part of what is rusting on our hands 
would be sufficient to convey the Gospel to every cottage and 
every aching heart in America. 

Dear brethien, with no ordivary pleasure we acknowledge the 
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geal and liberality with which you have lately come forward in 
support of Bible Societies. In this you have done well; and some 
of you may be tempted tothink that you have doneenongh. But 
suifer us to say, that one thing more remains to be done to give 
efficacy to your benevolent exertions. The Bible will have little 
effect among rude nations without a living preacher. Your efforts 
thus far have supplied materials for a Missionary Society to em- 
ploy : support Missionary Institutions or your labours will be half in 
vain. The American Bible Society wil! soon furnish editions of 
the Spanish and Portuguese Scriptures for Mexico and South 
America—in vain, unless you raise up missionaries to carry them 
forth, and to explain and inculcate their sacred contents. With 
what prodigious influence these two institutions may aid the ope- 
rations of each other! With both, the whole system is complete; 
with one alone, it is defective and will prove ineffectual. If you 
are the friends of the one, be the supporters of the other. 

Brethren, have you considered the extent of the Divine claims 
on your charity ? Have you studied the laws given to the Hebrews 
on this subject? It has been affirmed that with the rates fixed in 
the statutes of that nation, and with the free-will offerings required, 
a generous and conscientious Hebrew would not get through the 
year without giving away One half of his income. We shall not 
stop to, settle proportions, but we are persuaded that the extent of 
God’s demands has not been sufficently studied. The age is open- 
ing when this subject is to be better understood, and when Caris- 
tians will look back to the contractedness of former years, as we 
now todo the ignorance of the dark ages. Let those who wish:to 
please God begin the examination at once, and anticipate the 
wisdom and holiness of tk vir posterity. 

Dear brethren, have you surveyed the greatness of the work 
which the providence of God has cast upon your hands ? There are 
in the world, at the lowest calculation, five hundred and fifty mil- 
lions of Pagans and Mahometans, comprehending more than two 
thirds of the human family. Besides these, there are a hundred 
millions attached to the Church of Rome, and many millions more 
belonging to other Christian communions, who are sunk in deplora- 
ble ignorance, their knowledge in many instances scarcely trans- 
cending that of the heathen. ‘The Protestant world, on which de- 
volves the chief labour of enlightening seven hundred millions of 
benightéd beings, is comparatively small. And when the calami- 
tous state of many of the Protestant churches on the continent of 
Furope is considered, a very large part of that body in which 
dwells the spirit of efficient missions is really found in the United 
States. Ifthe thirty millions on our own continent who are sunk 
in pagan or papal darkness were assigned to our three denomina- 
tions, it would not be one half, probably not one quarter, of what 
would fall to our lot in a fair division of the world among the 
sound and active parts of the Protestant Church. 

Brethren, we have slept too long over this immense interest. 
This mighty task is laid upon us by the plain direction of heaven, 
and we are just preparing to begin the work! By all uur tears we 
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cannot recall the years that are past; but if the love or fear of 
God be in our hearts, we must strain every nerve to redeem the 
time that is lost. It is calculated that twenty thousand, of those 
who have come to years of discretion, die daily from the pagan and 
Mahometan world, besides the vast numbers which go from popish 
countries, and other benighted regions nominally Christian. It is 
not for us to limit the operations of the divine Spirit, and pro- 
nounce that none are saved without the Gospel ; but from the con- 
current voice of Revelation and modern travellers, we are compell- 
ed to believe that the mass of the heathen live and die grossly 
wicked. Such a current constantly discharging itself into the 
burning lake, and one half of Christendom asleep! O that our 
heads were waters, and our eyes a fountain of tears! In the 
name of God, dear brethren, awake. By the blood and tears of 
Calvary, by the sorrows of a soul that has no God, we beseech 
ycu,; brethren, awake. 

We entreat you also by the value of your own spiritual interest 
and that of your children. Of all the means of exalting and enno- 
bling the human character, these beneVolent exertions for the sal- 
vation of others are among the most effectual. Why should these 
three denominations, raised to heaven in other respects, lose so in- 
estimable a means of advancing the holiness and happiness of 
themselves and their posterity ? 

Our long slumber over this infinite concern has too much resen)- 
bled the sleep of death. Is it not high time for us all to awake 
together? Without this we must still resign the mass of the heath- 
en to everlasting despair. What will avail the tears and strug- 
gles of a few? There is need of a general and simultaneous mo- 
tion through all our churches. Has not that hour come ? Will you 
not all rise up to the work as one man? Will you not without de- 
lay cast in your prayers, your counsels, and your contributions ? 
Will not the societies formed among you to support foreign mis- 
sions, become auxiliary to this ? Will not your associations ‘for the 
education of pagan children, remember the children on their own 
continent and cast in their offerings here ? Will not new institu- 
tions, expressly in aid of this, be raised up inevery town and vil- 
lage within our bounds ? Shall not every individual who has a soul 
to save and an account to render, feel that he has a part to act in 
ihis great concern? Will not our mothers and sisters come forward 
to a work so suited to their tenderness and benevolence, and so 
fitted to spread a new loveliness around the female character ? 
Will not the generous emulations of the young be awakened ? 
Shall not our dear children learn in this school the noblest of all 
lessons,—to relieve the miserable and please their Saviour,—and 
acquire the richest legacv that we can leave them,—the habit of 
doing good? Shail not cur whole population thus combine in one 
great and continued effort to give the Gospel toa perishing world ? 

By order of the Board, 
Stepnen Van Renasecaer, Pres't 
Pritte Mittevoter, Cor. See’y. 
New-York, August 6, 1817. 
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REVIVAL AT AUBURN, (N. Y.) 
Extract of a letter to the E-htor of the Christian Herald, dated 
Hartwick, 18th August; 1817. 
My pear Sir, 

Since my return from New-York IT have been at Auburn, and 
found the astonishing work of revival progressing in a manner that 
clearly indicated the superintendence of the Divine hand, and the 
irresistible power and efficacy of the convincing Spirit of God. 

The learned, as well as the unlearned infidel, is made to trem- 
ble, and acknowledge himself a lost and ruined creature! On the 
first Sabbath in this present month, 140 were received into com- 
munion with the church in that village ; and it was believed that 
one hundred more at least had hope in God through Christ Jesus. 

‘There is an unusual tenderness and concern resting on the minds 
of the people in this place, and the region of country about us. 
Instances of hopeful conversions occur almost daily, within the cir- 
cle of my acquaintance in this-part of the county ; and many of 
them strikingly evince the sovereignty of Divine grace. ‘The en- 
lightened heaven-daring sinner! the votaries of amusement and 
carnality!, and many an aged father and mother are found in 
tears and filled with grid, that they have so long rejected the Sa- 
vtour, and wasted so much of their precious time in folly and sin. 
Christians begin to be roused from their slumbers, and become 
sensible of their barrenness—as if they had just discovered that the 
Christian’s life must be a life of activity and usefulness in the cause 
of his Master ; not satisfied with asking once 4 year, or when visited 
with affliction, but with every breath, ‘‘ Lord, what wouldst thou 
have me todo?” Is not this cause of rejoicing ? 

With much esteem, I am, Sir, yours truly, L. B. 
s+ . 
A NEW CHURCH. 

On Tuesday August 19, at 10 A. M., was laid by Col. Henry 
Rutgers, in Market-street, at the intersection of Market and 
Henry-street, a Corner-Stone of the Ninth Reformed Dutch 
Church in this city.—An appropriate address and prayer were 
made on the occasion by the Rey. Dr. Milledeler. 

—2+o- 
DELAWARE BIBLE SOCIETY. 

By the following extract of a letter to a gentleman in this town, 
we have. received the first information of a Bible Society estab- 
lished at Delaware, Ohio.—May its members be inspired with 
zeal, and their labours crowned with success. 

‘¢ Strr—To aid and assist in promoting the glorious object of 
the Ohio Bible Society, the dissemination of the holy Scriptures, 
the citizens of the town of Delaware and its vicinity, azreeably 
to public notice, assembled at the court-house, for the purpose ot 
organizing a Bible Society auxiliary to the Ohio Bible Society ; 
and elected Moses Byxbe as president; Rev. Jacob Drake, vice- 
president; Leonard H. Cowle, secretary ; and William Sweetser, 
treasnrer, for the ensuing year. [Chil. Recorder. 
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The treasurer of the American Bible Society has acknowledged the re- 
ceipt of the following contributions in August, viz: 

One hundred and fifty dollars from the trustees of the Independent Pres- 
byterian Church of Savannah, Georgia, to constitute their Pastor, the 
Rey. Dr. Henry Hollock, a Director for life ;—Contributions of thirty dol- 
lars each to constitute the following clergymen members for life, namely, 
Rey. Samuel Colbourn, Rev. Holland Weeks, and Rev. Daniel Thomas, 
by the Abington Female Benevolent Society, (Mass.)}; Rev. Petrus Stuy- 
vesant Ten Broeck, by a lady ; Rev. Cornelius C. Vermeul, by a number 
of females of the Reformed Dutch Church of Harlem; Rev. Dr. Aaron 
Woolworth, by the ladies of Bridgehampton, Suffolk county, (N. Y.); Rev. 
John Johnston, by the ladies of the village of Newburgh, Orange county, 
(N. Y.); Rev. John G. Bergen, by the Female Cent Society of North Han- 
over, Morris Co.(N. J.); Rev. Andrew N. Kettle, minister of the Reform- 
ed Dutch Church in the manor of Livingston, by Maj. Gen. Henry Liv- 
ingston; Rev. Eliakim Phelps, by the ladies of the first parish in Brook- 
field, (Mass.); Rev. Chauncey Lee, by the young ladies of the town of 
Colebrook, (Conn.); Rev. Kellogg, by the ladies of Framingham, 
(Mass.); Rev. John Williams, pastor of the Baptist Church in Fayette- 
street, in the city of New-York, by D. Cauldwell, jun., Sarah Cook, 
Mrs. Withington, Mrs. Colgate, Mrs. Thomson and Mrs. Purser ;— 
Thirty dollars from Mr. Robert Thompson, and the same from Dr. John 
Watts, jun., of New-York, as members for life: One hundred dollars from 
a friend to the Society, under cover addressed to the treasurer, dated 31st 
May, 1817;—41 dolls. 75 cts. from the Mill Creek Female B. S. (Ohio); 
22 dolls. 50 cts. from the Amity Fem. B. 8. (N. Y¥.); 100 dolls. from the 
Beaufort Aux. B. 8. (S. C.): 5 dolls. and a gold ring from a lady at Cats- 
kill, (N. Y.) and a gold locket from a lady at Cornish, (N. H.); also sundry 
congregational collections, and annual contributions. 





To the Ediior of the Christian Herald. 
Sm, 
The following lines were written four years ago, as suited to the case of 
a dear friend then called to suffer the will of God. Believing that they 
will meet the experience of some at least of your numerous readers, f wili 
be glad to see them inserted in your usefal publication. DiscrpuLvs. 








When call’d to do God’s holy will, No human aid can reach the case, 

Our various duties to fulfil, The only balm is sov’reign grace. 

We run with joy the Christian race, From such sad depths of guilt and wo, 
‘Triumphing in the power of grace. Thesou! must te the Saviour go: 

Well pleas’d to see our labours blest, And in his rich compastions find 

With faith’s rich confidence possest, The true abiding peace of mind. 

We smile at conflicts, dangers brave~- How sweet is his reviving voice! 

Death hath no terrors, nor the grave. “In me.” he whisper:, * soul rejoice ' : 
Dispensing blessinzs, oft we find Low was your joy that sprung from earth, 
A nt egemniastat state of mind; Unworthy of your heav’nly birth ; 
Religious friends express their love, ‘¢1 struck your gourds, and laid you low, 
And earth camnot our peace remove. And mercy dealt the needful blew ; : 
But when asad reverse we feel, When most you mourn’d, my grace was nigh, 
Call’d next to suffer Ged’s blest will;— , |Remaining lusts to crucify.’’ 

All active usefuiness denied, {Thus cheer’d, the soul declares its joy, 
No room for praise, uo food for pride ;— “ How could this world my peace annoy ? 
The heart sinks low; the spirit faints, Tis sweet to do my Saviour’s will, 
And wastes its strength in long complaints ; But thus to suffer, sweeter still. 

Hope, like an ebbing tide, recedes, Sinee I have heard his healing voice, 
Anda desponding frame succeeds. in al! my suff’rings I rejoice : 

Here human love withdraws its aid, ’Tis pleasure ina high degree, 

Nor follows merit through the shade ;— To feel his grace renewing me.” 

‘The wounder. heart sin«s deep witain, From thence jet heirs of glory learn 

And sees a deeper shade in sin. ., Their source of pleasure to discern : 
Then to the roul who fear’d ’Tis not in alms, nor frames. nor friends, 
‘ The grass hopper a burden g (Tho? comfort. oft on these attends :) 

The heart reveals its corrupt § Tis faith that leans upon her Lord, 

And conscience whets her hu And from the riches of his word : 

y art sotorn desponding, weak Receives, each day, divine supplies, 

| adie from itself must seek ; q While on ber journey to the skies 











